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oN re ee ee 
usin S i 


Half-yearly General Meeting of Proprietors 
at the London Tavern, on Thursday, the 
Sth November, 1832, 


T. A. CURTIS, Esa. in the Chair. 


The notice for convening the Meeting was read from the 
London Gazette of Tuesday, October 23rd. 


The Minutes of the last General Meeting of the 10th May 
were read and confirmed. 


The Thirteenth Report of the Directors, and the Auditors’ 


Statement for the Half-year ending June 30th, 1832, were 
read. 


Resolved unanimously, 


That the Report and Financial Statement now read be 
approved and received; and that the same, together with the 


usual Appendix, be printed for circulation among the 
Shareholders. — 
Resolved unanimously, 


That the Dividend of Two Pounds Ten Shillings per Share, 
fixed by the Directors, be confirmed. 


6 
Thanks were voted to the Chairman, Deputy Chairman, 


and Directors, and the Meeting broke up. 


L. J. SIMOENS, 
Sec. 


REPORT. 


THE proceedings at the Mines of which this 
Report will present a brief summary, (accompanied 
as usual by the accounts, and the extracts of letters 
in an Appendix,) have not been marked in the last 
half-year, from January to the end of June, by any 
particular occurrences. ‘The persevering zeal and 
activity of Colonel Skerrett continue to secure to the 
Association the effective services generally of its 
officers and servants: to command the respectful 
consideration of the neighbourhood, and to preserve 
the tranquillity of the whole Establishment. It adds 
much to the confidence the Directors have in the 
prosperity of the concern, that the Colonel’s energies 


are unabated, and his vigilance unceasing. 


The workings at the mines in the last half-year 
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have been satisfactory, having yielded 18301. 4oz. 
I8dwts. 22ers. of gold dust, being 302i. more than 
the preceding half year. Of the quantity produced, 
7(3dib. L0oz. Lodwts. 4grs. have been from theStamps, 
which continue to form an important feature in our 
mining operations, and to afford a valuable return. 
Colonel Skerrett in his letter of the 30th July men- 
tions a considerable improvement in their construc- 
tion, which is of consequence both as it regards the 


increase of produce and the diminution of labor. 


The Directors are happy that by an able summary 
drawn by Colonel Skerrett himself, they can lay 
succinctly before the Shareholders an account of the 
‘various works which have been accomplished at 
Gongo Soco, as well as a practical view of the state 
generally of the Establishment. The following is 


Colonel Skerrett’s summary :— 


‘‘T beg to have the pleasure of recapitulating the 
“principal features of our progress since my last half 
‘* yearly report, for the information of the Shareholders. 


“‘T need hardly remind you of the unwelcome visita- 
“tion that interrupted our operations, and filled the 
“mine with water last December, and that consequently 
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** our commencement of the present year was most un- 
“ propitious ; such, however, was my confidence in the 
“exertions of your servants, that I did not think it 
“ necessary to join in the awful forebodings attending 
“it, and I am happy to say that the result has fully 
‘<justified and surpassed my expectations. 


“TI have no hesitation in saying, that nothing can ex- 
‘ceed the excellent order and system generally pre- 
‘‘served ; it would be too much to say that no abuse 
** exists,because there is nothing perfect ; but I assure 
‘* you there is every thing to satisfy a reasonable man, 
‘and little to lament but the want of energy in the na- 
*‘ tives, except upon emergencies, when they success- 
‘fully vie with the most robust or active Englishman. 


**T have thrown launders across the river of Socorro, 
“and taken ina stream from the north, which supplies 
“‘ the saw mill effectually, and prevents a law suit. It 
“ was proposed to raise the water by a rego from the 
“river; the former operation has been accomplished 
“at less than a fifth of the expence, as launders would 
‘have been equally necessary in passing over much 
“irregular ground, besides the cost of the rego. 


“ We have laid the foundation of anew smith’s shop, 
‘‘ capacious and permanent, to work the tilt-hammer, 
‘and to include an Engineer’s store for iron, &c, like- 
“wise a charcoal house and office: the numerous 
‘* whims and minor operations I shall leave to Mr. Baird, 
‘who is preparing his report; but I cannot pass over 
“the completion of a very powerful capstan, and 
“ Vesey’s shaft, (which we are getting down, as well as 

B 
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‘“Skerrett’s, with all possible expedition) ; this you 
‘““ have been already informed is worked from the north 
“side of the Chairman’s wheel, the travellers passing 
‘over a hill that separates it from the next valley in 
‘which the shaft is sunk, a work embracing beauty 
“and economy, though it would have been cheaper to 
“have bored the hill as lLrecommended: the south side 
“‘ of the wheel works thirteen stamps ; the advantages 
“of this arrangement are hardly to be calculated, be- 
“cause had another wheel been provided, the engine 
“ could not have been at work before the close of the 
“year, by which time I hope great progress will be 
“made in the fifth, or Gongo adit, wherein three more 
“sets of men will commence driving the moment the 
‘“« shafts aregot down. I trust it maybe some years before 
“another wil) be sunk. I have had occasion to bestow 
‘much attention on this subject, the result of which is 
“the conviction that their construction is susceptible 
“of great improvement, embracing strength, safety, | 
* and economy. 


“The unparalleled success of our Stamps has of 
“course attracted your notice ; we have forty-five new 
“ ones, and Hollingsworth’s twelve, and Gibson’s six 
“heads, have undergone a thorough repair. My sole 
“anxiety for this department is to furnish adequate 
‘“produce; the usual quantity brought up from the 
“backs and levels, would not supply one-fifth of their 
“consumption. Of the boasted heaps they have already 
“ cleared the profitable part; we must therefore devise 
“and execute extraordinary means for their immense 
“demand, but though it may be attended with some 
“little delay, I have no doubt of success. 


i] 


‘Your timber is now husbanded, and, cut in proper 
‘season, and I have every confidence in the attention 
“of your forester. Should the mine proceed favorably, 
“ (as I have already so frequently declared,) this long 
‘neglected, and much abused department, will prove of 
“ the very first importance. 


“‘] have purchased timber ready cut and squared, at 
*< little more than the Aire of the empty carts, had they 
““come without it; the price of plank too I reduced 
“full 25 per cent, and yet the eternal call for timber, 
“as your works increase, deprives me of the pleasure 
“‘I should derive from economy producing a more 
*‘ visible benefit. No one who does not view the inte- 
‘“‘rior of the Mine, can form the remotest idea of our 
“consumption, and those who do, can hardly believe 
‘their own eyes; added to which, the decay of timber, 
“demanding duplicate and triplicate support, may 
“‘ afford some hope that the subject will meet with the 
“justice and consideration of the nicest calculator 
“ of our expenses. 


“Our ironis also an expensive article, one on which 
‘J shall avoid saying much, as it can be better handled 
_ “by the Engineer. I have however taken full advan- 

“tage of our large consumption in keeping down the 
“‘ price, which, without much firmness, I have no hesi- 
‘tation in saying, would have been enormous; know- 
‘ing I had the power to manufacture it, assisted me 
** sreatly. 


‘Our village improves daily: the falling mud hovels 
“are kept propped up until they can be replaced by 
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“cottages of stone in proper positions. We have three 
“more nearly completed, but I have not the necessary 
“command of labor except for very gradual changes. 


“Of the cattle, I may say my last January report 
“ig almost sufficient. I am, however, sorry to add, 
“that of the immense number of horses and mules 
“mentioned by Mr. Vesey last February, his opinion 
“and prediction have been fully verified; very few 
‘indeed having been of the slightest use since their 
“arrival from Rio, but those I have purchased here 
“have turned out well without exception : indeed we 
‘“‘have five or six most capital cart-horses, and I am 
“looking out for more. We have also heavy mules in 
“harness. The bullocks have been poor every where, 
‘and many have died, some from disease, or poisonous 
“weeds, some from fatigue, and others, I fear, from 
‘brutal treatment, a subject truly harassing, but too 
‘often unavoidable. In one fortnight last month 14 
“ were returned dead on the mountain, but the timber 
“must be drawn out. These poor animals are getting 
“scarce, and those for slaughter have long ceased to 
“pay at 40 reis the pound, our neighbours pay 60 reis. 


“TI have now three of our one horse-carts driven by 
* Brazilians at about 10s. a week, a saving in each of 
“an Englishman’s salary and overtime, or about £360 
‘“per annum, as the Brazilian before helped to fill it. 
“J have already seven carts in use of our own making, 
*‘ equal, for lightness and strength, to any in England, 
**and hope soon to have native drivers to all of them. 
“You may judge ofthe importance of this department, 
“when informed that the stamps require more than 
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30,000 gallons of heavy jacotinga per diem, some say 
“four times that quantity, I have consequently cut 
“new, convenient, and more level roads through the 
** Mine, on principles unknown here before, but which 
‘“to an English eye, were obviously necessary, for the 
“abridgment and economy of labor, and I have no 
“doubt will enable the wretched animals, in the bad 
“weather, to perform a third more duty with less 
*¢ distress. 


“Our supplies of every kind have been abundant, 
‘‘and competition increases: there is an open market 
*‘ for every thing, the destruction of jobs! even copper 
“is no longer supplied by monopolists, who had for- 
“ merly obtained such immense advantages, and so long 
‘“* considered indispensable. 


‘“* As to the enterprize generally, the fluctuations in 
** all mining concerns defy calculation, and it would be 
‘‘ presumption in me to offer any thing like a decided 
“ opinion; for instance there is not any produce to day 
‘¢ from Hollingsworth’s stamps; being only just repaired) 
“they have not been at work all the week, and the 
“‘ backs produced hardly any thing ; but nobody seems 
“to doubt returning riches, and it is accounted for 
‘‘ from the necessity of timbering well, this being Sa- 
“turday. I therefore expect very little before Tuesday, 
“even should the veins improve, but we must be pa- 
“ tient, as the 54 is again closed against us, and will 
“continue so until further drained, possibly for a few 
“weeks, all tending to prove the vast importance of 
“the new shafts, and engines to bring up the adit, 
‘without which our prospects might now have been 
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“‘ dreary, instead of promising a rapid progress and 
‘* prosperous termination to that most anxious object. 


*¢ In conclusion, I beg to say that I claim no peculiar 
“ merit in forwarding, to the best of my judgment, and 
“‘ humble abilities, those interests entrusted to my 
“‘ charge; but I feel bound in justice to the confidence 
“ with which I have been honoured, and the boldness 
‘‘ with which I undertook so important and so new an 
“‘ office, to say the time is at length arrived when cir- 
‘‘ cumstances, not words, completely refute the despi- 
“ cable calumnies that have assailed my administration ; 
“and I trust, Gentlemen, that your constituents will 
“ not find in the preference with which [ have been 
“ favored, any cause to regret the confidence placed in 
“ their Board of Directors.” 


* Gongo Soco, 9th July, 1832.” 


The Directors have, unfortunately, no certain 
tidings as yet to announce respecting the Duties ; 
but they have received from their Agents at Rio 
a very confident expression of their opinion, that a 
reduction to ten per cent. will take place. The 
Session of the Chambers had been declared pro- 
longed to the 20th October: within which period, 
the Agents expect the reduction will be decreed. 


The force of the Establishment on the 30th June 
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last, consisted of 184 Europeans, 196 Negroes, 
130 Negresses, and 73 Children of Negroes, besides 
native labourers: and the Directors have much 
satisfaction in stating that the whole colony continues 


in a healthy and contented condition. 


The Directors have now to advert to the financial 
affairs of the Association, as exhibited in a State- 
ment signed by the Auditors, which will, as usual, 


be printed in the Appendix. 


The Shareholders will perceive in this Statement, 
that the whole of the produce of the last half-year 
has been brought home in Gold Dust. In the last 
Report, the Directors adverted to the law which 
had then recently heen passed at Rio, permitting the 
circulation of Gold Dust, and expressed their hope 
that an advantage to the Association would be de- 
rived therefrom ; permission to export our produce 
in Dust having been granted by the Brazilian 
Government, tlhe experiment has now been made, 
and the Directors are happy to inform the Share- 
holders that the result has been favourable to the 


interests of the Association. 
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The Balance of the account is....£41 320 15 8 


Out of which the Directors 


propose to divide among 
the Shareholders.....se«.« £25,000 0 O 


And to add to the Reserve 
Fund, in conformity to the 
Deed of Settlement.......... 2,777 15 7 


ence PONTE eS 


Making £27,777 lo 7 


And leaving £13,543 O 1 


applicable to the general purposes of the Association. 


The Directors have now to declare a Dividend of 
Two Pounds Ten Shillings per Share, to become 
payable on and after Thursday, the 22nd day of 
November instant, to the Proprietors of Shares who 


appeared as such in the books of the Association on 
the 15th of October last. 


The. continued success of the Mine affords the 
Director's the renewed opportunity of congratulating 
the Shareholders on their enterprize, and of re- 


peating the assurance that nothing will be wanting 
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on the part of the Directors to watch over, protect, 


and promote the best interests of the Association. 


JOSHUA WALKER, 


, CHAIRMAN. 
Winchester House, Broad-street, 
November 8th, 1832. 
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APPENDIX. 


EXTRACTS OF LETTERS 


FROM 


CoLONEL SKERRETT, the Chief Commissioner 


at Gongo Soco, 


To THE CHAIRMAN. 


9th March, 1832. 

‘s T have not been favored with your commands since I 
addressed you to the 28th ult. Nothing has since occurred 
except the death of poor Edmund Hill on the morning of 
the 5th inst. of fever: he is said to be the very first En- 
glishman who has died here since the Association was formed, 
whose disease commenced at Gongo, excepting those who 
were injured by accident or violence. 


“¢ Vesey’s shaft is down to the 21 fathom, and we are 
expediting the engine as much as possible; I am really afraid 
to mention a time for it after such a seasoning in disappoint- 
ment, but every one seems to exert himself, and nothing can 
possibly exceed the harmony and good order that continues 
to reign here generally. 
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‘* ‘The eaptains’ report will furnish the detail of works to 
the Ist inst.; they proceed well, and the gold report to this 
day is favorable ; of the stamps particularly so; you will not 
fail to observe that two Tuesdays are included, on which the 
washings of Curtis’s have not fallen off. 


‘* We have four heads at work in Goldsmid’s mill, and 
are waiting for Mr. Sturz to place his machinery, or arrange 
it to enable us to work the other side of the wheel.” 


19th March, 1832. 


‘¢ T have now the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of 
your despatches of the 3rd and 18th January. 


‘¢ ‘Your impression respecting the Cumba is correct: when 
the western levels of Gongo are driven further, a cross cut 
will connect the two mines and drain it; it seems a vein of 
the Gongo mineral coming from the western extremity, and 
should it continue eastward, it is the opinion of Mr. Halfeld 
and Jennings, that it may join the Gongo vein, as it inclines 
towards it dipping the same way. 


“<The mine is going on tolerably well; gold im several 
places, though not rich any where at present. I am anx- 
iously looking for the result of our operations in the 
34; they are still obliged to drive a little north of the vein 
from the wet state of the ground. We had a nice bunch of 
gold in the 14 fathom, west of Shore’s shaft, and hope soon 
to find more. We are getting on well with the new engine 
for Vesey’s shaft; the wheel is just completed, and I trust 
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it will soon be at work, at least with the Chairman’s side, as 
the ten heads are ready.”’ 


29th March, 1832. 


‘¢ There has not been any English despatch since your 
favor to the 18th January last, but we are seldom without 
incident, although it affords me great pleasure to say good 
order is conspicuous every where. 


*¢ On the 22nd inst. I sent 580lbs. of gold dust to Villa 
Rica, and hope that 435lbs. of it will arrive safe in London ; 
it is well washed, and I shall be anxious to hear what advan- 
tages result from sending it in dust. I have requested the 
President to order the Government mark and seal to be 
affixed to the remaining bags, to prevent their being again 
disturbed. Mr. Vesey escorts this treasure to the mint, and 
then hands it over to Capt. Benj. Jennings, who will be 
assisted by Mr. Allcock, Jun. on the road to Rio; they have 
a strong guard, consisting of eight men, only one of whom 
returns, which is doing it effectually at the least expence. 


*< You will not fail to observe the continued progress of 
Curtis’s stamps; their success of course attributable to the 
stuff with which, from local circumstances, they have. been 
fed; the heaps nearest the other stamps are carried to them 
in batteas by women ; the supply of the former from a richer 
heap carted. My calculation of the produce you must per- 
ceive'ls already fully borne out with half the number I had 
contemplated ; and could we obtain a sufficient supply of even 
poorer food, I should proceed actively in this valuable de- 
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partment, but the visible decrease is too convincing a proof of 
the wildness of the calculations I at first heard of. I am turning 
over inmy mind every possible means of averting a deficiency. 


«* From the delay owing to the sloppy state of the 34, 
which comes up in kibbles of black mud, the necessity of 
bringing up the Gongo adit is daily more obvious, and I am 
determined that not an hour shall be lost; the engine is in 
great forwardness. I often think of the enormous expence 
of iron, which has increased full thirty per cent, but to make 
it would be such a sacrifice of time, labor, and charcoal, that 
it would never answer.” 


March 30th. 


“¢ Mr. Sturz commenced yesterday in the mine after much 
delay, labor, and expence; so we have the other four heads 
of Goldsmid’s stamps at length employed, making fifty. 


«* The gold now taking out is just west of Gibson’s shaft, 
Q7 level.” 


9th April, 1832. 


‘I am without further intelligence from England, since I 
had the pleasure of addressing you to the 30th ult. 


“‘'The extremes of heat from last report, to the end of 
March, were 63.—82.—only three or four days above 80. 


“J have at length the pleasure to say, that I have seen a 
one horse-cart completed with a Brazilian driver, at one-fifth 
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of the expense, at work in your mine. The heavy carts, 
slow and unwieldly, two horses hardly manageable, and 
miners driving them on wages amounting to £120 per ann. 
had presented a most mortifying picture of extravagance, yet 
having but one wheelwright, waggons on the mountains, 
wood carriages, carts, &c. continually occupying him, had 
rendered this delay unavoidable, though 18 months have J 
been wishing to try it. 


‘< In requesting your attention to the Captains’ report, I 
beg to observe that I have drawn theirs to two important 
points,—the first the western ground, the second the duty 
they owe the stamps, which had rather excited a feeling of 
jealousy from their superior success. I have shewn at length, 
to their entire satisfaction, that there is more merit if possi- 
ble in supplying them than in bringing the mere vein to 
the washing house, because it requires more arrangement ; 
many trials being made of stuff in the latter, which if only 
brought up in larger quantities, however poor in the batea, 
would pay nobly in the former. I merely throw out these 
hints to shew, that although I seldom enter on mining minu- 
tie in my letters, that you may rely upon our anxious atten- 
tion to all such matters. I assure you I have no difficulty 
in removing any little impressions that I may think ill 
judged, and have only to reason with your Captains to 
accomplish anything, or convince myself that I am wrong. 
I might say the same of nearly all your Establishment.” 


26 


29th April, 1832. 
‘< J was not favored with any despatch by the last courier. 


‘¢Since the 14th very little has been done any where by the 
Brazilians, but I trust they will now return steadily to their 
work: during the holidays not a single complaint has reached 
me, and there is not a country village in England that might 
not take pattern from yours of Gongo for perfect harmony, 
good humour, and apparent happiness. 


‘* Another attempt has been made to get into the vein in the 
34, but the water oosing through the timber’s chinks brings 
with it so much jacotinga, that until the adit comes up they 
must depend upon winzes for draining it partially, which will 
enable them to work it: the delay does not of course alter 
their expectations, and it makes me only the more anxious 
to push on the adit. ‘The engine is in great forwardness— 
they are getting down Walker’s shaft westward to clear the 
levels, and I trust will be able to follow the right vein down- 
wards, and effect something. in that long neglected direction : 
the present workings are certainly poor, but the stuff brought 
up is excellent for the stamps, and we look for better every 
day.”’ 


” 


9th May, 1832. 
“IT am favored with your letter of the 24th and 25th Feb. 


‘“‘'The Mine appears to be doing well under the difficulties 
already stated in the Captains’ report, the rains however 
must soon be over, and the sinking of Walker’s shaft to the 
14 fathom westward will enable us to prove the western 
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ground, and trace the right vein downwards. Such also is 
the stamping power we now possess, which is increasing, 
that to raise sufficient stuff of adequate quality is to insure 
a regular produce. We are going to prove the ground 
north and south of the deepest or No. 5 adit, from its west- 


ward point, or half way between the village and Vesey’s 
shaft.” 


19th May, 1832. 
‘‘The last mail from Rio was barren of intelligence from 
England. 


“Tt gives me pleasure to assure you. that nothing can 
surpass our continued good order and tranquillity, the zeal 
and activity of the Establishment, and the abundance of our 
supplies. 


«* The Mine is proceeding well as you will observe by the 
returns, and as the weather becomes more settled our diffi- 
culties will diminish. We have now sunk Walker's: shaft 
to the 14 fathom, and may I hope derive great. advantages 
from the western ground at least in the supply it will afford 
for the stamps, the importance of which daily becomes more 
obvious. I trust the Board will feel assured that we seize 
every object that our limited. means permit, and shall turn 
them to the best account for the Association. I am not 
more an advocate for a large establishment than formerly, 
and above all would cut off every excrescence, keeping it 
compact, manageable and efficient, but I am not insensible 
to the consequence, we are of course confined to effective 
operations, and restrained in the researches I have so much 
desired. How far Gongo may ever justify our expectations 
it is impossible to say, but I do not feel satisfied at this 
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eternal sinking and driving in one direction, while we may 
possess adjacent treasures unexplored. 


‘‘ The Chairman’s wheel now presents its fine and substan- 
tial machinery, which will be in full operation in a few days ; 
13 heads on the south side and to the north east the rods 
over the mountain to Vesey’s shaft: the novelty seems to 
please those who have seen it, we look for its effects with 
great confidence, and shall immediately renew the sinking of 
Vesey’s and Skerrett’s shafts, lately impeded by the very wet 
state of the ground, which will demand great caution, but 
the Captains are as anxious as I can desire to avoid the 
risks so happily escaped in Lyon’s shaft, which I fear it will 
be impossible to sink deeper ; ; they have put in some heavy 
cross timbering, which should never be omitted. 


‘“‘ White (the forester) appears to be going on well, an 
immense quantity of timber has reached the Mine that would 
have been left to perish covered over with brushwood. 


‘‘ Mr. Vesey left this on the 15th instant for Ouro Preto, 
with 500lbs. of gold dust. I shall conclude this letter with 
the pleasing addition that the gold we are now raising is 
going down well for the 34 fathom, both east and west of 
Lyon’s shaft; that from Wray’s shaft we are taking out 
good stamping work, and that between the 4th adit and 27 _ 
fathom eastern end we have gold both ways, they are 
expected to meet in three or four weeks, (vide ground plan) 
there is also gold and. stamping work from different points 
by Shore’s and Macfarlane’s shafts now drawing to the 
Chairman’s, whose 13 heads commence on Monday the 21st. 
nothing however will be expected from them for a few days 
till their arrangement, &c. is perfected.” 


29 
30th May, 1832. 


‘© T have to acknowledge your favors of the ‘7th, 14th, 
and 22nd March. 


“* T hope you will find the gold dust clean and very ad- 
vantageous, I shall be disappointed if you do not. 


«¢ The Englishmen here are totally changed, I have all 
the influence I desire, and their patriotism is better directed. 


“< The shafts are closed in the evening, and all the en- 
trances not indispensable to the night operations: I am 
endeavouring to arrange them in such a manner as to have 
but one, and that enclosed; your suggestions have long been 
anticipated, and had engaged my deepest attention; they 
have been incessantly discussed, but the new engine or Vesey’s 
shaft could not be deferred—it is now at work, being com- 
pleted yesterday. High and pointed stakes would be useless, 
if the shafts were open would they prevent men coming up 
and handing out or throwing over the treasure? it is so na- 
tural to be anxious about it, that you seem to forget what 
may possibly be more obvious to those not less so, actually 
on the spot, therefore to relieve your minds, allow me to 
assure you that no advantage has escaped me that I consider 
practicable. We have the washing house emptied always 
before candle light, and stuff that comes up afterwards (for- 
merly left in hats) you may remember has long been deposited 
in a large double locked chest, through a funnel at the bottom 
of which are barbed spikes pointed downwards, a hand may 
get in, but there I can answer for its remaining. Strakes 
we have none except from the stamps. The men on that 
duty are covered and protected now, and if not asleep can 
defend them ; there is also an alarm bell to every set of 
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stamps, and dogs at three or four; likewise one Englishman 
and three Brazilians for patroling. You will perhaps be 
surprized when I inform you that the skins have not been 
taken more than four times in the last two years, not once 
since last November. A great many men of the infamous 
gang who found their way into your service constantly 
contrived to get to the strakes, and the stuff was no 
doubt much plundered before washing; that is now over, 
and great waste is obviously avoided, as proved by the dimi- 
nution of fine gold that found its way to the lower strakes 
near the village where it is caught. The miners change their 
clothes in the presence of a Captain, and cannot well conceal 
any thing, leaving their mining dresses behind which are 
frequently examined, but when we can build round the en- 
trance, which I am most anxious to do, they will have a 
changing house with plenty of light, and it will be done 
much better, 


‘* Your letter of the 22nd reverts to the stamps; allow 
me to repeat that padlocks and every possible security is 
given to every part of your property, of which the remark- 
able diminution of attempts on it is a very satisfactory proof; 
I have long had cross bars of iron over the doors of the ca- 
noes. It is needless to revert again to the subject of stamps; 
you will draw the fairest deductions from the return of the 
last nine days, every possible exertion is making by the Cap- 
tains to keep up the supply for these valuable engines, sixty- 
three of which are at this moment at work; the Chairman’s 
will appear in the next return. The 34 level is still very 
wet, and we cannot yet work it effectually, but I think we 
have no reason to complain, the four engine shafts are at 
work, Crickett’s will shortly cease, its timbers may now come 
down, as we shall not require it in that capacity. We are 
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sinking a new shaft called Bayly’s between Skerrett’s and 
Vesey’s, and propose having a tram road from the 14 fathom 
to draw out the stuff for the lower stamps.” 


“« P.S. The season is most unsettled and extraordinary ; 
all March dry—all May wet—it has rained incessantly for 
thirty-eight hours, this is good for grass, bad for beans. 
Extremes of thermometer since last report 52 to 68—usual 
daily variation about five or six degrees.” 


9th June, 1532. 

** Tam honored with your despatch to the 4th April and 
observe that you had received mine to the end of December 
and were naturally anxious for later intelligence. I trust you 
have since been relieved from any apprehension respecting 
the mine. You could not have failed to participate in the 
satisfaction I experienced in the unparalleled success of the 
stamps, the present return nearly doubles the expectation I 
ventured to indulge when I first proposed a much greater 
augmentation in this department, but do not I request expect 
a regular produce to so great an amount, I must find a sup- 
ply from the mine and the means of bringing it up with cer- 
tainty before I can promise a continuation of success, and 
the supply must be prodigious for these insatiable engines. 
We have now six carts in constant use and could supply as 
many more. | | 


“ The machinery of the Chairman attracts attention above 
every thing, the north side of the wheel working Vesey’s 
shaft over the hill and the south 13 heads. A new tram 
road from the 14 fathom opens to it, which when finished 
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will I hope supply it with abundance of food and economise 
the labor; last week it was very poor owing to its locality 
which rendered it impossible to meet my wishes, because I 
have laid it down as a rule that the abridgment of labor is to 
be the first consideration, thus from local advantage Gold- 
smid’s stamps produce from every head as muchas the whole 
13 of Walker's. 


‘¢ The Captains have been «und are extremely anxious to 
sink Lyon’s shaft for a new level, I did not oppose it, but 
submitted the following considerations to them to which they 
have given due weight. Harris is the only one who entirely 
coincides with me, and I mention it more to shew you how 
honestly and independently they act. Have we sufficient 
force to work the new level and adit without abandoning the 
upper levels east. or west? Is Lyon’s shaft sufficiently secure 
to render it practicable and safe? How are we to draw suf- 
ficient stuff for the supply of the stamps? What advantage 
is to be gained by going deeper until the 5th adit is brought 
up to drain the mine? They have satisfied me that the adit 
may be advanced by driving the cross cut from Skerrett’s to 
Gibson’s at the lowest level, and smking Lyon’s six or seven 
fathoms which will help to drain the 34, andif all this can be 
done with our present force without pelinnsaee our western © 
works I see no objection to it. 


‘“ They holed the adit to 27 fathom level by which 
‘much labor will be saved to the pumps, but we lose the ad- 
vantage of the water, which being now only raised to that 
height will fall below Curtis’s wheel; this will however be 
little felt except about three or four months in the year.” 
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, 19th June, 1832. 
*¢ J have nothing very particular to communicate since I 
had the honor to address you on the 9th instant ; since which 
date no despatch has arrived from England. 


‘<'Phe mine is not rich at the present moment but the 
people work steadily, and, with the assistance of the stamps, 
we have satisfactory returns. Our principal produce has 
been taken from the backs of the 21 fathom level between 
Macfarlane’s and Shore’s shafts, and I am getting the long 
neglected western ground cleared for future operations as 
expeditiously as circumstances will admit. We are also 
making another trial for the vein in the 34, which is now 
better drained, of which I hope to give you a good account ; 
the stuff brought from thence has been powerfully instru- 
mental to the success of Goldsmid’s stamps, and augurs 
most favorably. Our 12 head stamps (Hollingsworth’s) 
have been again disordered; all the machinery from Crickett’s 
shaft, except the great wheel, is in a sad state of decay; but 
we have been independent of it, for the purpose of draining, 
since the 27 fathom eastward was holed to No. 4 adit. The 
sinking of Skerrett’s shaft, will, from the very washy state 
of the ground, be more tedious than had _ been anticipated, 
the security of the shaft being of the first importance.” 


29th June, 1832. 


“JT am favored with your despatches to the 18th April. 


“The disaster of last December was almost forgotten, it 
could not have been guarded against by human exertions it 
ame? 
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is true, but human foresight did avert the consequences that 
(without it) were inevitable, for had the rego failed, nothing 
could have saved your Mine from at least temporary suspen- 
sion for a very uncertain period, and though I am above 
puffing off every little occurrence, I cannot allow that cir- 
cumstance to pass unnoticed to which I took the liberty of 
calling your attention not from any vain or selfish view, but 
from the honest gratification I had aright to indulge, and 
having taken that liberty I am now compelled to say, that 
the tunnel thus turned out the most fortunate service eyer 
performed in Gongo, solely arising from my own survey and 
decision on the treacherous soil and position which was 
absolutely and totally swept away on the 8th December. 
This is a subject which in different hands might have 
appeared (as it in reality was) an affair of great and vital 
_importance, but I have satisfied my feelings, and there for 
the present I request it may rest. , 


“We are now driving on the vein (which is poor) west of 
Walker’s shaft 14 fathom ; we have gold east of Macfar- 
lane’s, same level, likewise in bottom of 27, and hope to cut 
the vein in the 34 between the level and Cupboard bound 
shaft before my next. I am using every exertion to get out 
food for the stamps, all that was worth mentioning of the 
boasted surface is consumed, but with our supply from below 
we shall do, I trust, well.” 


9th July, 1832, 
“On the 5th instant I despatched 750lbs. of gold dust to 
Ouro Preto, from whence the residue, when the duty is 
taken, will immediately proceed to Rio de Janeiro. 
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‘¢ Three very fine specimens accompanied the gold weigh- 
- ing more than 44lbs. which I hope will arrive safe.” 


19th July, 1832. 
**T am favored with your letters of the Ist and 15th May. 


“We are going to sink Lyon’s shaft as a preparative for 
the 41 fathom, after which the 5th adit will be the bottom of 
the Mine. The Captains say (and doubtless it is so) that 
our powerful machinery can go many levels deeper, but I 
ask them with what hope of success when such obstacles 
have opposed them not only in the 34, but to my own 
knowledge in the 27? Their reply is that even from the 
surface the ground has always been wet and treacherous, - 
they also remind me that in consequence of securing the 
lower levels well we have had no interior runs in my time; 
I thus put you in possession of the pros and cons of this 
interesting subject, and ardently hope their expectations 
may be justified. 


‘*¢ You are desirous of knowing whether I take any stuff 
- direct from the Mine to the stamps. I must have expressed 
myself very imperfectly I fear on this subject; the old heaps 
have never since I came produced from any set of stamps 
three pounds of-gold in the week, and I doubt much whether 
‘the whole produce to the present day has been two hundred ; 
such is the opinion of Eady and the Captains. One heap 
valued to me on my arrival in mere conversation at £10,000 
hardly produced anything, and consequently is not half 
stamped, the streams in the valley and all the shafts at work 
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contribute, which is arranged by roads to go eastward (being 
down hill) to the most convenient mill, beginning westward.. 
I have not misled you with fanciful calculations, experience 
proves the enormous power of the stamps we possess, and the 
inadequacy of our supply. Our whole surface is an animated 
and busy scene, and to’keep it well in motion in its present 
order is enough: to accomplish this every exertion shall be 
made, the return cf last month sufficiently shews that could 
we command 30,000 gallons of stuff containing one grain 
per gallon, we have power for a daily produce of more than 
5lbs. but about half that quantity is what I led you to ne 
even from 100 heads, or 1,000lbs. in the ii 


** ‘You received the gold to December in good time, and 
1830lbs. have been despatched in three parcels for the last 
half year, the third will I have no doubt arrive in September. 


“ The irregularities in the levels are explained by the 
local difficulties ;,in some parts a hard rocky soil intervenes, 
and the Captains say changes the direction of the vein some- 
times more horizontally, sometimes perpendicularly, but 
gencrally it is lost sight of entirely ; to go round these impe- 
diments is obviously a most uncertain work, to go through 
them a very difficult one, the soft and wet ground frequently 
occasions a change of direction, and much obviously depends 
on the judgment and good fortune of the directing Captain.” 


30th July, 1832. 


‘“¢ T had the Fieas toaddress you to the 19th inst. Ihave 
not been favored with any intelligence since. 
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** In mentioning the stamps I do not think I have yet 
acquainted you with a circumstance of much importance— 
their increased power—the introduction of more grates, and 
those of larger size, together with bringing the work closer to 
them by some inches, are improvements gradually made with- 
out ever stopping them, but merely arranged as opportunity 
offered from necessary repair, &c. those we now have in use 
are considered to possess full as much power as one hundred 
on the old construction, or about one third gained, which 
their consumption completely proves. 


‘* The mine I regret to say is not at present rich, but we 
look forward to something favorable from the western ground 
where the vein is promising, and having been evidently lost 
when formerly only thought unproductive. We have great 
hope that it may now be followed with better effect, but on 
this point I shall direct the attention of the Captains for a 
fuller explanation ; they still seem-to expect to overcome 
every difficulty in the 34 fathom level very shortly, from 
which we have every right to expect a fair produce. I have 
no small difficulty in persuading the Captains that to supply 
the stamps is just as important as to pick out the vein for 
the washing house, they are however doing it tolerably well.” 


9th August, 1832. 


“ Since I had the honor to address you to the 30th ult. 
nothing very particular has occurred, the two holidays 
the 3rd and 4th of this month have lessened the pro- ° 
duce, but the mine has been otherwise going on well, 
and we are getting out gold from the western ground; the 
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34 fathom level continuing in so wet a state as to baffle the 
attempts to work on the vein. 


‘¢ The produce from the stamps already;proves exceedingly 
precarious, and how entirely we have in future to depend on 
our workings below.” 
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MINING CAPTAINS’? REPORTS. 


ADDRESSED TO THE CHIEF COMMISSIONER. 


Gongo Mine, Ist March, 1832. 
may: | 
** Since we had the honor of presenting you 
with our last monthly report, the work done in the Mine 
has been as follows: 


“© We have driven the 34 fathom level, east of Lyon’s 
shaft, three fathoms, five feet, six inches: in this level we 
have the ground so wet and soft, that we are obliged to drive 
to the north of the vein to drain the same, so that we may 
sink winzes from the level above, in the bottom of which we 
have some kindly ground to work away when it is drained. 


“* In the 27 fathom level, east of Gibson’s shaft, we have 
driven four fathoms, one foot: in this end we have had some 
good bunches of gold, and have gold still in sight. 


“¢ In the 27 fathom level, west of Crickett’s shaft, we have 
driven four fathoms, five feet, six inches; the stuff from the 
end when washed, shews gold. 


** In the 21 fathom level, west of Crickett’s shaft, we have 
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driven seven fathoms, two feet, six inches: the vein in this 
_ end shews gold when washed, but is poor. 


‘* We have sunk Skerrett’s shaft two fathoms, two feet, 
seven inches, and secured it with plank and timber. 


« We have sunk Vesey’s shaft four fathoms, three feet, 
three inches, and have holed it to the old deep adit. 


** We have sunk Gongo adit, or Jeffrey’s shaft, four fa- 
thoms, four feet; and we hope in a few days to hole this 
shaft to the adit. 


** We have sunk Hickson’s shaft four fathoms, five feet. 


‘‘ We have commenced a winze in the bottom of the 21 
fathom level, east of Macfarlane’s shaft, and have sunk the 
same three fathoms, two feet: here we have had some good 
samples of gold, and have gold still in sight. ial 


‘ We have driven the cross cut under Vesey’s shaft six- 
teen fathoms, two feet, and have holed the same to the shaft. 


‘* In a rise under Jeffrey’s shaft we have risen three fa- 


thoms, one foot. 


* We have driven Gongo adit three fathoms, two feet, SIX 
inches, through hard ground, for the last part.of the month, 
but we hope soon to get through the hard bank of ground. 


“* In the old deep adit we have driven one fathom, three 
feet only; most of the men who were employed there having 
been working during the greater part of the ‘month in com- 
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pleting the air level above the adit, and at grass. This air 
level has been driven six fathoms, five feet, four inches, and 


is holed. 


“© ‘We have cleared and repaired the 14 fathom level, east 
and west of Walker’s shaft, and intend in a few days to com- 
mence sinking this shaft from the 7 to the 14 fathom level 
for air, and to take away the stuff for stamping. 


In the back of the 27 fathom level, east of Lyon’s shaft, 
we have stoped ten fathoms, three feet; in these stopes we 
have had some good bunches of gold, and have gold still in 
sight. 


‘“¢ In the back of the 27 fathom level, west of Lyon’s shaft, 
we have stoped two fathoms, four feet; in these stopes we 
have some good bunches of gold to work away when the 
ground is dry, after the wet season is over. 


- Tn the back of the 21 fathom level, east of Lyon’s shaft, 
we have stoped three fathoms, five feet, six inches; in these 
stopes we have also some gold to work away, and the ground 
is looking kindly. In the eastern part of the mine we have 
some hundreds of fathoms of ground to work away, which 
will pay well for stamping. 


“* In the back of the 14 fathom level, west of Macfarlane’s 
shaft, we have stoped six fathoms; we have driven north from 
this level, west of Shore’s shaft, in three different places, and 
having gold in each, intend shortly to put more hands to 
work in them. 


‘* In the back of the shallow adit, west of Shore’s shaft, 
F 
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we have stoped one fathom, three feet; in.opening this ground, 
we have had'some good samples of gold, and have gold’still 
in sight. felod wt 


< We remain, Xc. 
(Signed) ‘Wm. JENNINGS, 
“© Wo. JEFFERY, 


-« Water Bray, 


ON TAR eee 


Gongo Mine, April Ist, 1832. 
bide ah G8 


“ According to your request we beg leave. to 
present you an account of the work done in the Mine during 
the last month. 


“The 34 fathom level, east of Lyon’s | shaft, we have 
driven two fathoms, five feet, six inches ; in this end the 
ground is so soft, and the water rushing from the vein, we 
are obliged to drive under the vein till the ground is drained, 
the jacotinga from the end when washed shews gold. 


‘The 34 fathom level, west of Lyon’s shaft, we have 
driven three fathoms, three feet; this end also is very wet, 
and the jacotinga is of a vis nature, we are obliged to 
turn this end, and keep more northerly, the stuff which. the 


water brings away shews a good sample of gold when 
washed. . | : 


“The 27 fathom level, east of Wray’s shaft, we have 
driven four fathoms, five feet ; in this end we have had some 
small bunches of gold, but it is poor at present. 
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* The 27 fathom level, west of Crickett’s shaft, we have 
driven three fathoms, two feet, three inches ; the stuff from 
this endshews a little gold, but poor::the men have been 
taken from this endthe greater part of the month, and 
employed in different parts of the Mine, ay we have a 
winze holed, from the 21. for air. | 


‘* The 21 fathom level, east of Goldsmid’s shaft, we have 
driven four fathoms, one foot ; the stuff from this end shews 


gold when washed. 


“‘The 21 fathom level, west: of Crickett’s shaft, we have 
driven two fathoms, six inches; the greater part of the month 
these men have been employed clearmg and repairing the 
different places in the Mine, in order to bring away stuff 
for the stamps, and enable us to work the western part of 
the Mine, where we have some hundreds of fathoms of 
ground to take away. 


“We have holed a winze between Macfarlane’s shaft and 
Lyon’s shaft, from the 21 fathom level to the 27, to prove 
the vein, the’ stuff from this winze shows: a apo sample of 
gold.” EWE M13 20 . 


“The 14 fathom level, west of Esperanca’s shaft, is cleared 
to the end, the air being so'bad, we are obliged to clear, and 
repair ;Walker’s shaft, and sink it from the ‘7, fathom, to. the 
14 for air, and to bring away the stuff from the.end. 


“We refer you to the report dated 2rth November, 1830,* 


* See 10th printed Report, page 64. 


44 


to shew why in the western part of the Mineo little has been 
done until now: we have commenced clearing and repairing 
these places that were filled with water and jacotinga, which 
we hope soon to get in order, and put men to stope the backs. 


“In the back of the 27, east of Lyon’s shaft, there have 
been stoped twenty-two fathoms, two feet ; in these stopes we 
have some good bunches of gold, and gold still in sight. 


‘* Kast of Gibson’s shaft have been stoped one fathom, 
two feet; we have in those stopes good bunches of gold, and 
still gold in sight in the stopes. 


‘‘ In the back of the 14, west of Shore’s shaft, have been 
stoped four fathoms, five feet; we have cut in north in dif- 
ferent places from the old level where the vein was left to 
stand, we have some small bunches of gold in sight to take 
away. 


‘« In the back of the middle level, west of Williams's shaft, 
we have stoped five fathoms; in this ground we have some 
small bunches of gold, and we hope soon to put more men in 
the western part of the Mine, to work away the ground which 
is now standing. 


‘¢ Skerrett’s shaft has been sunk five feet, eleven inches ; 
in the bottom of this shaft we have a great quantity of 
water, the men have been employed putting in strong bearers 
some part of the month to make the shaft secure. 


‘The old deep adit has been driven two fathoms, two 
feet, six inches; the stuff from the end when washed shews 
gold, but poor. 
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** Vesey’s shaft is completed down to the old deep adit, 
and we have cut a plat, which is now completed for sinking 
under the adit. > 


‘“‘Gongo adit has been driven two fathoms, four inches ; the 
ground is much harder sinee our last report, when we had 
not completed Gongo adit shaft to bring away the stuff, and 
for air, which has since been accomplished. 


*¢ We are clearing and repairing the levels and_ shafts, in 
order to bring away the stuff for stamping that has been 
lying in the mine for some years; in many places the ground 
is so wet, it is impossible to save the vein by itself, but every 
care is taken of the stuff that it may be brought to the sur- 
face, and carefully taken to the stamps: we find by working 
the jacotinga by stamping, the whole of the stuff that comes 
from the mine will give a better produce than washing with 
the canoes. ie 


‘¢ In answer to the Queries put by you yesterday— 


‘¢ Ist. There was not in one instance the slightest obstruc- 
tion given to Mr. Sturz’s operations. 


‘¢ 2nd. There was no assistance withheld that he required. 


“3rd. He had his choice of any stamps in the mine for 
the purpose of trying his experiments. 


“Ath. He, with the advice of Mr. Halfeld, selected the 
new stamps for that purpose. 


“5th. From what we heard Mr. Halfeld say, he approved 
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of the ,conduct of Captain eta (the sind of 
Stamps) throughout... ». | , jatie 


“We also declare, that instead of being prejudiced 
against, Mr. Sturz’s operations, we have rendered him ‘every 
assistance in our power, lest im case his’ experiments should 
fail, he might be inclined to blame us if we refused him 
labourers. Mr. Sturz stated to Captains Collings and. Bray, 
whilst his machinery was in operation, that 1t would not an- 
swer with jacotinga, it being so heavy as.to carry off ‘the 
quicksilver. | 


‘* We remain, &c. 


(Signed) “Wm. JENNINGS, 
| “Nico. Harris, 
“Won. JEFFERY, . 
“Wa. Connines,’” 


“ WaLTreR Bray.” 


Gongo Mine, May Ist, 1832. 
pad =p Be 
. © Necording to your request, we beg leave sto present. you 
an account of the work done in the Mine during the last 


month. 


“‘ The 34 fathom level east of Lyon’s shaft has been driven 
three fathoms, one foot, two inches; and the 34 fathom level 
west of Lyon’s shaft has been driven two fathoms, four ifeetosr 
these ends are both driving by the side of the vem in conse- 
quence ‘of the ground on the vein being so very soft and wet, 
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we beg to observe, that being often advised, by you to endea- 
vour to cut into the vein in the above-mentioned level for 
the purpose of proving the same, and we: ourselves; being 
anxious to do so, have, during the past month, .made the 
attempt at different times and different places, but could not 
succeed, consequently we are obliged,to stop up, or close the 
cross-cuts referred to above, till such. times as it is better 
drained, and continue to drive by the side of the vein for 
that purpose as mentioned above:.we beg to observe, the 
stuff that runs down into the cross-cuts when washed shews 
gold. 


“ The 27 fathom: level, east of Gibson’s shaft, has been 
driven four fathoms, five feet, two inches ; in this end we have 
had ‘some small bunches. of gold, the stuff from the end. pays 
well for stamping. 


<< A winze in the bottom of the 27 fathom level, east of 
the Cupboard bound shaft, has been sunk two fathoms, two 
feet, six inches ; the stuff when washed shews gold: we have 
also sunk a winze in the bottom of the 27 fathom, west of 
Lyon’s shaft, three fathoms, three feet, three inches ; the vein 
in this winze is poor, but shews gold when washed. 


‘¢ Walker’s shaft has been cleared and repaired from the 
shallow adit to the '7 fathom level; we hope in a few days’ to 
commence sinking the above-mentioned shaft from the 
7 fathom to the 14 fathom level for air, and'we are preparing 
to drive those levels west for the purpose of proving the vein 
in that part of the mine. . 


“A winze has been sunk’ at the bottom of the shallow level 
east of the Eliza wheel three fathoms, five feet; the stuff from 
this winze we are bringing out for the stamps. 
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* Sketrett’s shaft has been sunk three feet; the ground in 
the bottom of this shaft-proves to be uncommonly soft : there 
being a great quantity of water, we have found it necessary 
to stop sinking it until we have put in longer bearers at the 
level of the adit where the ground is firm and dry, to which 
bearers we intend to hang the under sets, which we deem 
highly necessary for the purpose of securing the shaft as we 
continue to sink, being nearly done, we expect in the course 
of ten or twelve days to be completed, provided we have the 
plunger lift ready, which has been for some time bespoke, when 
we intend to re-commence sinking. 


‘‘ Gongo adit has been driven ten fathoms, two feet, two 
inches: we have the pleasure to inform you that at present the 
ground in this adit is very favorable, much more so than it 
has been for some months past. 


‘“‘ The old deep adit No. 4 has been driven five fathoms, 
four feet, six inches ; the stuff from this end shews gold when 
washed, we think it will pay well for stamping. 


“In the bottom of the 27 fathom level, east and west of 
Lyon’s shaft, we have stoped six fathoms, four feet; which 
produced some good bunches of gold, and still gold in sight. 


“‘In the back of the 27 fathom level, east and west of 
Gibson’s shaft, we have stoped 18 fathoms, which has also 
produced some small bunches of gold, and gold still in sight 
in the stopes. 


‘¢ In the back of the 21 fathom level, east and west of 
Goldsmid’s shaft, we have stoped five fathoms, four feet ; 
here we have had a little gold. 
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In the back of the 21 fathom level, east and west of 
Macfarlane’s shaft, we have stoped three fathoms, three feet ; 
these stopes have produced but little gold, the stuff proved 
is rich for stamping. 


“¢ In the back and bottom of the 14 fathom, east and west 
of Shore’s shaft, we have stoped eight fathoms, five feet; here 
we had a little gold which will pay well for working. 


*¢ In the back of the middle level, west of Williams’s shaft, 
we have stoped three fathoms, two feet; which has also 
produced a little gold, but we consider this stuff will also pay 
well for stamping. 


“We remain, &c. 


(Signed) “Wan. JENNINGS, 
“N. Harris, 
* W. Bray, 
“Ww. CoLLines, 
“Ww. JEFFERY.” 


(Note by Col. Skerrett, May 9th.) —“ Since the Ist inst. another 
attempt has been made to cut the vein in the 34, but the water 
is still an impediment, and we have had heavy rains to the present 
moment which of course prevent its diminution.” 


Gongo Mine, Ist June, 1832. 
© SIk, 


“* Since we had the honor of presenting you with 
our last monthly report, ah work done | in the mine has 


been as follows: 
G 
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“¢ The 34 fathom level, east of Lyon’s shaft, has been 
driven two fathoms, two feet, two inches; here we are still 
driving under the vein, as mentioned in our last, but we are 
happy to say that the stuff from the end, when washed, shews 
gold. 


“ The 34 fathom level, west of Lyon’s shaft, has been 
driven four fathoms; here also we are still driving under the 
vein, in order to drain the backs, and enable us to sink winzes 
from the level above. 


‘© We have driven the 27 fathom level, east of Gibson’s 
shaft, six fathoms, two feet, one inch; in this end we have 
had some small bunches of gold, and have gold still in sight. 


** We have holed the winze in the bottom of the 27 fathom 
level, west of Lyon’s shaft, to the 34 fathom level; here the 
vein, when washed, shews gold. 


‘© We have commenced and holed a winze from the 27 to 
the 34 fathom level, east of Lyon’s shaft; we have had some 
small bunches of gold in this winze, and have gold still in 
sight. 

“ We have commenced and holed a winze from the 21 to 
the 27 fathom level, east of Goldsmid’s shaft ; the vein in this 
winze shews a good sample of gold when washed. 


“We have sunk Shore’s shaft from the 14 to the 21 
fathom levels, and have holed a cross cut from the last men- 
tioned level to the shaft, to convey the stuff there from the 
backs in this part of the mine. 
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‘© We have sunk Walker’s shaft from the 7 to the 14 
fathom levels, to give air to, and take away the stuff from the 
western part of the mine. 


“< We have cleared and repaired the 7 fathom level eight 
fathoms, two feet, three inches, west of Walker’s shaft; and 
we hope soon to clear the same to its end, and to commence 
driving west on the vein. 


“< In the old deep adit we have driven five fathoms, one 
foot, six inches; here we have had some fair samples of gold, 
the vein in the end is still looking SUABe and the stuff from 
it will pay well for stamping. 


“<< We have sunk the winze in the bottom of the shallow 
level, east of the Eliza wheel, five fathoms, one foot; the vein 
in this winze shews gold, and though poor, will answer for 


stamping. 


<< We have sunk Vesey’s shaft one fathom, three feet, six 
inches, and secured it with timber; and now that the new 
engine has commenced working, we hope to sink this shaft 
with speed to the level of Gongo adit, then to commence driv- 
ing east to meet the adit, and west to meet the 47 fathom 
level, which will be driven east from Skerrett’s shaft, as soon 
as that shaft is of sufficient depth. 


“‘ Gongo adit has been driven six fathoms. Since our last 
report we have met with a rock in the end, and haye turned 
it a little to the south, hoping to get clear of the hard ground: 


<¢ We have commenced sinking a new shaft called Bayly’s, 
about forty fathoms east of Goldsmid’s shaft, for the purpose 
of taking away the stuff from the eastern part of the mine, 
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and from Gongo adit, when it reaches the shaft. We have 
sunk this shaft two fathoms, and the ground appears favor- 
able for sinking. 


‘© We have commenced a level called Walker’s level, for 
a tram road through the mountain, which will come out at 
Bayly’s shaft, and be serviceable for bringing out the jaco- 
tinga from the 14 fathom level, and the levels above, for 
stamping, | 


‘“‘ We have completed putting the bearers into Skerrett’s 
shaft, and have also put ina cistern in readiness for the 
plunger lift, mentioned in our last; in consequence, however, 
of the mechanics having been busily engaged in starting the 
engine for Vesey’s shaft, they have not been able to complete 
the lift, but we hope to get it in by the middle of this month 
at farthest, and we shall then immediately recommence 
sinking. 


“© We remain, &c. 


(Signed) “ Wo. JENNINGS, 
‘¢ Wo. JEFFERY, 
«< Wma. Cotiines, 
‘* Ben. JENNINGS, - 
“ WatTER Bray.” 


8th June. 

P.S. We have. this day holed the old deep adit to the 
27 fathom level, east of Lyon’s shaft; this shaft, having since 
the obstruction of the 21 adit, and the termination of the wet 
season, settled firmly down, we have determined to sink it 
to the 41 fathom level, thence to drive a cross cut to prove 
the vein; we intend, therefore, to put new timber and plank 
in the shaft, where necessary, immediately, to enable us to 
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commence sinking as speedily as possible. In a winze which 
we have commenced about ten fathoms west of Da Gama’s 
shaft, from the shallow adit to the 7 fathom level west, we 


have cut a vein, which when washed shews a good sample of 
gold.” 


(Signed) “Wo. JENNINGS, 
“Wo. JEPFERY, 
< Wu. Cortrines, 
“ Ben. JENNINGS, 
¢ WaALTER Bray.” 


(Note by Col. Skerrett.)—‘ It seems Harris declines signing 
this report, on account of Lyon’s shaft; this difference of opinion 


has not affected the harmony of the Captains in the slightest 
degree.” 


Gongo Mine, Ist July, 1832. 
ri. | 
** According to your request, we beg leave to 
hand you our monthly statement of the work performed in 
this Mine. . 


‘< In the 34 fathom level, east of Lyon’s shaft, we have 
driven two feet, eight inches, to the north of the vein. During 
the chief part of the month, the men from this end have been 
employed in driving a new cross cut in the level, intended to 
meet the Cupboard-bound shaft, which cross cut has been 
driven one fathom, two feet, six inches; but the ground here 
is now so wet and treacherous, that we are obliged to Cease 


working it until the Cupboard-bound shaft is down to the 
same level. rica 


a 


*< In the 34 fathom level, west of Lyon’s shaft, we have 
driven five fathoms, one foot, six inches; here we have now 
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the vein in the end, which when washed shews a good sample 
of gold. : 


‘¢ In Skerrett’s shaft we have employed the men during 
the month putting in timber, plank, iron, &c. to repair and 
strengthen the same, so as to enable us to recommence sink- 
ing it with security. 


“ We have sunk Vesey’s shaft three fathoms, five feet, 
securing the ground, which though wet downwards, is on the 


whole favorable. 


** Gongo adit has been driven four fathoms, nine inches; 
the ground here has continued very hard and unfavorable; 
we having been obliged to go through the rock mentioned in 


our last report. 


<‘ In the cross cut, north from this adit, we have cut a 
lode, which from the quantity of water and iron coming away, 
we think will prove the jacotinga lode; we have washed 
several samples from hence, which all shew a little gold. We 
have driven this cross cut five fathoms, five feet, seven 


inches. 


“© We have commenced a cross cut to cut the vein north 
from Walker’s shaft ;. here we have driven four fathoms, six 
inches, and have cut the vein, which shews a good sample of 


gold. 


“¢ ‘We have commenced another cross cut north, to cut the 
same vein east of Walker’s shaft, which has been driven 
three fathoms, two feet, four inches; here we have also cut 
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the vein, which shews a good sample of gold, and we intend 
shortly to put some hands here to stope away the backs. 


“* We have commenced driving the 14 fathom level, west 
of Walker's shaft, on the above-mentioned vein, the stuff from 
which, when washed, shews a good sample of gold. This 
level has been driven one fathom, eight inches. 


“© We have driven east from the 21 fathom adit, near the 
Cupboard-bound shaft, ona quartz lode, seven fathoms, one 
foot, six inches; here the stuff from the vein when washed 
shews a little gold, and we intend to drive from fifteen to 
twenty fathoms to prove the lode, which is large, and we 
think promising for stamps. 


‘The Cupboard-bound shaft has been sunk three fathoms, 
two feet, two inches, through a kindly jacotinga; here the 
ground is so wet, that we are obliged to put in flanging bars, 
&c. to support and strengthen the shaft. 


‘¢ The winze, west of Da Gama’s, mentioned in the post- 
script to our last report, has been holed to the 7 fathom level, 
here the vein still looks kindly. 


“* The 7 fathom level, west of Walker's shaft, has been 
cleared twenty-two fathoms, two feet, nine inches; and we 
are now near its end, which we shall commence driving as 
soon as possible, but we have bad air here, which delays our 
progress. 


“< ‘We have driven Walker’s level twenty-five fathoms, 
four feet, through favorable ground, which still continues. 
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‘ Bayly’s shaf thas been sunk seventeen fathoms, four feet ; 
here the ground is still favorable. 


‘‘ We have commenced driving east on the vein in the 
old deep adit, and have driven four fathoms, one foot ; the 
stuff from this vein shews gold when washed. 


‘“‘ We have completed the 27, or old deep adit, and it is now 
carrying off the water from Lyon’s pumps; this has enabled 
us to discontinue the working of Crickett’s engine, as that 
shaft is no deeper than the adit; we have, therefore, taken 
out the iron work and rods belonging to the engine, and shall 
find the former very serviceable for our other engines. | 


“ In the bottom of the 27 fathom level, east and west of 
Lyon’s shaft, we have stoped twelve fathoms ; in these stopes 
we have sometimes had two, at others three productive veins, 
which has obliged us to increase the usual width of our 
workings sometimes to six or seven feet, and somewhat de- 
layed us by requiring longer and more frequent timbers to 
support the ground. Our having so many auriferous veins 
in these stopes will, in a great measure, account for the rich 
produce of late at Goldsmid’s stamps. 


‘¢ In the back of the 27 fathom level, east and west of 
Gibson’s shaft, we have stoped eleven fathoms, four feet; 
these stopes have produced some small bunches of gold, but 
are at present poor, 


«¢ In the back and bottom of the 21 fathom level, east and 
west of Goldsmid's shaft, we have stoped nine fathoms, three 
feet; these stopes have been poor, but the stuff from them 
has answered well for stamping. 
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“In the back of the 21 fathom level, east and west of 
Macfarlane’s and Shore’s shafts, we have stoped eight fa- 
thoms, four feet ; the greater part of which workings are on a 
vein which splits off from that which was worked on for- 
merly ; which first named vein has produced a fine bunch of 
gold, and though poor at present, still looks kindly. 


« We remain, &c. 


(Signed) “< Wo. JENNINGS, 
<° N. Harris, 
* WaLrerR Bray, 
“<< Ben. JENNINGS, 
<< Wo. JEFFERY.” 


Gongo Mine, 30th July, 1832. 
“< SIR» 
‘* At your request, we beg to hand you a state- 
ment of the work performed in this Mine since our report 
of the Ist instant. 


“In the 34 fathom level, east of Lyon’s shaft, we have 
driven one fathom, four feet; we have again put the men from 
this end into the cross-cut to the Cupboard Bound shaft, 
mentioned in our last report; here they have driven three 
feet, three inches: this ground being in some degree drained, 
they are now driving the cross-cut with better speed, and: we 
feel some confidence that they will now be able to complete 
it without further stoppages. 

H 
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“In the 34 fathom level, west of Lyon’s shaft, we have 
driven three fathoms, three feet: here on account of the wet 
state of the ground we are again driving to the north of the 
vein, through a poor but kindly jacotinga. 


‘In Skerrett’s shaft we have recommenced sinking, and 
have sunk five feet; the men have been much employed 
this month in taking out the old iron and timber which was 
giving way, and replacing it with stronger, and also in re- 
pairing other old levels in various parts of the Mine. 


** We have sunk Vesey’s shaft four fathoms, one foot, six 
inches, through favorable ground, which still looks promising 
for its speedy completion. 


*“We have driven Gongo adit four fathoms; here the 
ground has continued so hard and unfavorable, that we have 
now turned the end north, in hopes of more favorable ground, 
because we have passed through the same channel of ground 
further east in the cross-cut ; we are driving north in this 
adit, and here met with favorable ground, this cross-cut we 
have driven six fathoms, two feet, five inches. . 


** From the cross-cut in the 14 fathom level, north from 
Walker’s shaft, we are now driving east and west on the 
vein, and have driven one fathom, three feet, six inches, 
east ; and five fathoms, one foot, west; the vein, though not 
rich, is kindly, and we are bringing it away for the stamps. 


‘“‘ The Cupboard bound shaft has been sunk one fathom, 
five feet, ten inches; here we have had the ground very wet 
and soft, which has prevented our making that progress 
which we expected. 
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** We have cleared and repaired the 7 fathom level, west 
of Walker's shaft, to its end, and have now commenced 
driving the end, which‘has been driven one fathom, four feet. 


‘¢ We have commenced and holed a winze from the 7 to 
the 14 fathom level, east of Walker’s shaft, to prove the 
vein, which has been poor, though the stuff has answered 
well for stamping. 


‘We have sunk Bayly’s shaft ten fathoms, three feet, 
with good speed, through favorable ground, which. still 
continues. 


“‘ In the old deep adit east we have driven four fathoms, 
three feet, on the vein, which, when washed, shews gold : 
here we are still driving, in order to prove the jacotinga in 
this part of the Mine. 


“We have driven Walker’s level eighteen fathoms, 
through favorable ground, and have holed a rise in the back 
of this level to grass, say ten fathoms, three feet, for air. 


‘We have commenced a cross-cut south from the 27 
fathom level, west of Wray’s shaft, to meet Bayly’s shaft ; 
which has been driven four fathoms, two feet, ten inches : 
this cross-cut will much facilitate the clearing of stuff from 
the back of the 27 fathom level when it is completed, and so 
soon as Bayly’s shaft is down to the same level. 


‘In the bottom and back of the 27 fathom level, east and 
west of Lyon’s shaft, we have stoped eleven fathoms, three 
feet: here we have had some good bunches of gold, but these 
stopes are at present poor, though the stuff from the lode 
yields well at the stamps. 
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‘¢ In the back of the 27 fathom level, east and west of 
Gibson’s shaft, we have stoped eighteen fathoms; in these 


stopes we have had a few small bunches of gold, and have a 
little gold still in sight. 


‘In the back of the 21 fathom level, east and west of 
Goldsmid’s shaft, we have stoped nine fathoms, which has 
been poor, but on which we have lately employed several 
more hands to enable us to bring up more stuff for the stamps 
for which it answers. 


“© In the back of the 21 fathom level, east and west of 
Macfarlane’s shaft, we have stoped eleven fathoms, four feet ; 


here we have had some small bunches of gold, and have still 
gold in sight. 


‘‘ In the back of the 14. fathom level, east of Walker’s 
shaft, we have stoped three fathoms; these stopes have been 
poor. 


‘¢ From our anxiety to supply all the stamps with food, 
which we find difficulty in accomplishing, we have occasion- 
ally taken away the men from different places in the Mine 
to fill barrows, &c. not haying a sufficient supply of English 
boys and Blacks for this purpose, which will account for our 
slower progress in some parts of our workings. | 


“We remain, &c. 


(Signed) ‘Wn. JENNINGS, 
““N. Harris, 
‘“ Ben. JENNINGS, 
Wy. Jerrery, 
“Walter Bray.” 
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THE ENGINEER’S REPORT, 


To THE CHAIRMAN. 


Gongo Soco, Ist July, 1832. 
‘¢ Sir, 
‘¢ Permit me the honor to lay before you a report of the 
works under my superintendence for the last six months. 


* Ist. Allow me to notice the capacious engine erected in 
Skerrett’s shaft which was reported complete in my last, and 
which has fully answered our expectations in draining that 
part of the mine where it is situated; it was stated in my last 
report that a ten inch working barrel was introduced into this 
shaft; the Captains in sinking perceiving the water to increase, 
proposed to put down a twelve inch plunger or forcing pump, 
which was immediately begun, and is now fixed sixteen fa- 
thoms under the 21 adit and working extremely well: this 
pump, excepting the stuffing box and gland, which we cast 
here of brass, weight 307lb. is made entirely of wood; the 
whole is placed in a strong cistern, and is intended to remain 
until the Gongo adit is up. As the sump men are now 
sinking, we have commenced fitting up the new twelve inch 
working barrel Jately sent here, and have all the working 
gears nearly ready to be sent down into the shaft. The duty of 
this engine is now much increased, she being capable of lift- 
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ing 16,000 gallons per hour. You will observe that the men - 
will continue to sink with the twelve inch bucket, and lift the 
water into the before-mentioned cistern, from thence the 
plunger will force the water up into the adit. As it is now 
supposed that Skerrett’s shaft will be the principal and 
deepest shaft in the mine, in order to lower and heave weighty 
materials in this shaft with greater convenience and speed, a 
powerful capstan has been erected equal to 40 tons, the 
benefit of which has been essentially felt already. 


‘2nd. Respecting the pumping engine in Vesey’s shaft 
noticed in my last, it was completed on the 30th May, and 
I have much pleasure in stating it to be an excellent piece of 
work very quickly finished: it would be observed in my last 
report, that we deemed an entirely new erection necessary for 
this engine, that is, a new water wheel, masonry, &c. 
Colonel Skerrett’s anxiety for the furtherance of such an im- 
portant work as the Gongo or deep adit, drew my earnest 
attention to the subject; I made a diligent survey of the 
situation in which the shaft is placed, which is in a ravine, 
it appeared to me that we should have many difficulties to 
contend with, particularly with the foundations, I therefore 
suggested to Colonel Skerrett the possibility of working the 
engine in Vesey’s shaft without the erection of a new water 
wheel, and that it would save much time and expence to 
make the connection to the wheel which was intended to work 
26 stamp-heads, and that I was certain of working the 
engine by appropriating one half of the power of this wheel, 
leaving the other half for stamps. Colonel Skerrett clearly 
understood and approved of the plan, and ordered the work 
to be commenced immediately. It may not be improper that 
I notice that the method of working this engine is entirely 
new here to many ; the length of the surface rods are 584 
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feet, they ascend and descend a mountain whose height is 
about 90 feet from the level of the axle-tree of the water 
wheel; the principle is very simple, I connected a rotary 
motion from the wheel by a reciprocating or interchanging 
one to the counter-balance or bob which gives motion to the 
line of rods, then by another change above the shaft. similar 
to a bell crank, the perpendicular motion is effected in the 
shaft ; the rods over the mountain form a sort of elliptic arch 
by means of pendulums composed of single and double joints; 
this engine works admirably, and 13 stamp heads are driven 
by the same wheel with great ease. 


«3rd. In consequence of the frequent patching and _ re- 
pairing necessary for the old six head stamps named Lyon’s, 
it was thought advisable to erect at once on the same spot 
eight new stamp heads on one of the nineteen feet water 
wheels which Colonel Skerrett contracted for; these stamps we 
completed in an unprecedented short time ; however the sys- 
tem now pursued will account for the speedy execution of 
many of our late extensive works. To return to the stamps, 
nownamed Goldsmid’s, they are built upon an improved plan, 
four heads worked very quick, each head giving 65 to 70 blows 
per minute, are placed upon each side of the water wheel ; 
in the cover or frame which contains the heads, grates are 
placed which occupy half the space of the frame instead of 
less than one-fourth as formerly, also the stamp head is 
brought into close action by the side of the grate, leaving 
only a space of § of an inch instead of four or five inches as 
formerly, in which space an accumulation of both pulverized 
and unpulverized jacotinga remained, preventing the heads 
from discharging their proper proportion through the grates. 
I tried the first experiment on the three heads of the old 
stamps below the saw mill, and found) the produce almost 
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double, or at least double the stuff was stamped: we have 
nearly completed altering the whole of the stamps upon. the 
same principle. It may be worthy the attention.of the Board 
what: quantity of jacotinga Goldsmid’s eight heads will stamp 
in 24 hours at ordinary work: at a moderate calculation by 
measurement 2,857 cubic feet, or 20,000 gallons of jacotinga, 
which shews what labor must be required to keep 63 heads 
at work. r 


‘4th. All our stamping mills go on remarkably well, but 
it must be observed that frequent repairs are necessary to 
keep such a quantity at work day and night: I need only add 
that it must appear from their produce they are not neglected. 


‘*¢ Sth. The saw mills circular and perpendicular go on. as 
usual performing much work, as will be seen by the account 
of planks, &e. Socorro saw mill is a most powerful machine, 
Colonel Skerrett has brought in an additional supply of water 
from)a neighbouring stream, by the aid of which six saws 
are worked with: ease, giving a valuable supply of all sizes. of 
plank. 


“6th. The hammer mill is one of our most valuable works, 
without which I positively could not have completed one 
half of the work done, I mean as far as regards heavy. iron 
work: the rolling mill is here all safe, an excellent job, but 
from the many and necessary works we have had. to perform 
(which would be too tedious to enumerate) nothing has been 
done to put this piece of machinery in operation, but as soon 
as time can be spared it will be commenced. I must also 
mention, that we have been greatly assisted and facilitated in 
some of our works by the new sets of screwing tools, taps, 
' dyes, &c. received at the same time with the rolling mill, 
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“7th. We have been giving the 12 heads{ Hollingsworth’s) 
a thorough repair; the cast iron coupling boxes which came 
from England are now all connected to the shafts, the bevel 
gear new cogged, and new grates put in on the improved 
principle, the whole now started are working well. The 
pumping engine in Crickett’s shaft being now done away 
with, this wheel has only the stamps to work, but something 
is likely to be done which will occupy the spare power of 
this wheel. 


“8th. A new smith’s shop is commenced, and is one of 
the most necessary erections we have at present in hand, as 
the old one is in such a dilapidated state that it is almost 
dangerous for the men to work in it; great exertions will be 
exercised to complete this work before the rainy season sets 
in: Colonel Skerrett has desired that I make it a substantial 
building, and at the same time as economical as possible; it 
is 70 feet in length by 48 in width, this will be a spacious 
shop, it will contain under one roof all the smiths, fitters up, 
tilt hammer, rolling mill, turning lathes, &c. &c. whilst now 
the men, implements, and tools, are scattered about in mud 
huts and open sheds. 


*‘ Having now reported upon our principal works, permit 
me to lay before you some of our minor ones since my last. 


*‘ ] air machine for sinking shafts, &c.—3 new whims, 
4 timber waggons —2 tram waggons of iron, and 2 of wood 
—5 new carts for the use of stamps, &c.—48 kibbles for 
whims and 30 for winzes.—12 water barrels, 150 new barrows. 
—8 shaft tackling.—100 dozen of pick hilts.—72 dozen of 
new picks, various sizes. —- 150 fathoms of launders. 
——100 fathoms of air pipes.—100 fathoms of Jadders— 
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erection of Mr. Sturz’s amalgamation machinery.—88 cvwt. 
of scrap made into bar iron.—178 arobas of native iron in 
bars and stamp heads.—368 bushels of charcoal.—25908 
planks cut by the circular saws, 7 and 8 feet by 9 inches.— 
5,168 ditto of largesize, cut at Socorro saw mill.—436 sets and 
pieces for shafts, &c.—448 feet of hanging bars, wood and 
iron, in Lyon’s, Skerrett’s, and Vesey’s shafts, with 12 of the 
large screws attached for the better securing of these shafts. 


* he consumption of brass castings is now very con-- 
siderable, upwards of 200 bearings of large and small brasses 
are constantly at work. 


‘* T now conclude my report for the last six months, but 
it may not be unnecessary to enumerate the new erections at 


Gongo since my return to the service of the Association in 
July, 1830. 


** Lyon’s engine begun and finished complete.—Skerrett’s 
ditto, ditto.—Vesey’s ditto, ditto.—70 fathoms tram road 
from Shore’s shaft.—3 tram waggons for ditto, ditto.—100 
fathoms tram road from Goldsmid’s shaft.—6 tram waggons 
for ditto, ditto.—45 stamp heads at work.—7 new whims.— 
hammer mill consisting of water wheel, and blowing appara- 
tus, &c.--3 new brass furnaces for casting brasses, &c.— 
Socorro saw mill with 12 saws.—new carpenters’ shop, 50 
feet long by 40 wide, with innumerable replacings and repairs 
of the aforesaid works, independent of the daily running work 
of the Mine, which must shew to the Directors and those in= 
terested, that there is no little exertion requisite for their 
Establishment in Gongo. 
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**T could not desire to be in an Establishment where there 
is more harmony and comfort than we enjoy at present, allin 
my department laboring for the general good. 1 


‘¢ J have the honor to be, 
gees by 
“¢ Your obedient Servant, 


(Signed) “* Won. Barrp, c.5.” 


EXTRACTS OF LETTERS 


FROM 
Messrs. Aveline, Campbell & Co. (Agents at Rio de Janeiro.) 


ee 


To THE CHAIRMAN. 


14th April, 1832. 

“It gives us much satisfaction to inform you of the safe 
arrival on the 10th instant of the gold from Gongo, under 
charge of Captain Benjamin Jennings, from whom we have 
received 18 leather bags. containing 706marks 7oz. of gold 
dust (or 435lb. troy) and which we yesterday shipped on 
board the bearer hereof H. M. Packet Calypso, Richard - 
Peyton, Commander, in three boxes marked I. B. M.A. No. 
23, 24 & 25 as per enclosed bill of lading. 


‘‘ We have to request you will favor us with the result of 
the smelting of the present parcel of gold dust, we are con- 
vinced it will prove much more advantageous than if it had 
been sent to Sabara.” 


14th May, 1832. 
‘The Chambers were opened on the 8rd instant, Dr. Bivar 
is preparing a Petition to be presented on behalf of your 
Association on the subject of the Reduction of Duty,which we 
have every reason to believe will meet with a favorable deci- 
sion during the present Session. 
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** Upon perusal of the Chief Commissioner’s letter to us 
of the 9th instant received to day, you will perceive that it 
was his intention to send off a remittance of gold dust about 
the middle of the present month, which will no doubt 
reach us in safety by the 8th or 10th proximo, as we do not 
apprehend any impediment on the road, and here we are for 
the present perfectly tranquil.” 


9th June, 1832. 
“We beg to repeat that we have every expectation of 
being successful in our application for the Reduction of Duty, 
a copy of the Petition presented, or rather to be presented 
to the Chambers, we will forward by return of the Packet. 


** We have now to wait on you with the bill of lading of 
3 boxes marked I. B. M. A. 26, 27, and 28, containing 16 
leather bags with 609 marks, 20z. (or 375lb. troy) of gold 
dust, which we have shipped by the bearer hereof the Brig 
London, H. B. Tonkin, Commander, bound for Cowes, 
and to sail in the morning. ‘The freight is 4 per cent, 
deliverable at the Bank of England. Captain Tonkin has 
taken charge of a small parcel containing amalgamation gold 
which he will deliver at your Office.” 


19th June, 1832. 

** We had the honor of addressing you on the 9th instant 
per Ship London, by which vessel we shipped 3 boxes con- 
taining 16 leather bags, with 375lb. of gold dust, and trust 
it may have been safely deposited in the Bank of England 
ere the present gets to hand. 
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*‘ When we made the entry at the Custom-house for this . 
parcel of gold dust, an objection was raised by the Superin- 
tendent to its shipment as being contrary to law; but upon 
our producing the Decree of the 28th November last, we were 
permitted to pass the entry. We mention this circumstance 
not that we apprehend there will be any difficulty hereafter, 
but because erroneous accounts may get to your knowledge, 
which it is our duty to explain.” 


23rd June, 1832. 
“The Petition to the Chamber of Deputies on the subject 
of Reduction of Duty has been referred to the Second Finance 
Committee to report upon. 


‘* We flatter ourselves their report will be very satisfactory, 
and that the decision of the Deputies will be in favor of a 
reduction.” 


3rd July, 1832. 

‘¢ In our opinion the advantage will be very great to the 
Association to receive the produce of their mines in dust, in 
lieu of bars, but by this time you will have ascertained the 
loss in the smelting of the former, and will be much better 
judges than we can. 


“* On the subject of the Reduction of the Duty we have 
nothing new to advise, further than the Committee to whom 
it was referred have not yet given in their report upon our 
Petition.” 


rp 


7th July, 1832. 

*¢ You will have observed that the leather bags containing 
the gold dust are sealed at the Mint at Ouro Preto, in 
which state we present them at the Consulado to pay the 
Export Duty, so that they reach you (or ought to do so) 
exactly in the same condition as they leave the Mint at 
Ouro Preto. When we make the shipment we accompany 
the bags on board the vessel, and in the presence of the 
Captain deposit them in boxes, upon which both affix seals ; 
not being allowed to open the bags, we cannot weigh their 
contents in the presence of the Clerk conducting them, nor 
of the Captain of the vessel who conveys them to England. 


‘“‘’'The Committee to whom the Petition on the Reduction 
of Duty was referred have not yet reported upon it.” 


llth July, 1832. 
** We enclose a copy of the Chief Commissioner’s letter 
to us of the 29th, and of our reply thereto by the post that 
left this morning. 


*‘ By the former you will perceive that there is now on 
the road nearly 600lbs. of gold dust, and expected by the 
Chief Commissioner to reach this by the 24th instant. We 
entertain no apprehension for its safety, the country being 
free from any disturbances.” + 


- 98rd July, 1882. 
“The Chief Commissioner informs us that the gold troop 
left Gongo on the 5th instant under charge of Capt. Collings, 
~ with 750Ibs. of dust, the Duty on which would be paid at 
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Ouro Preto, leaving 5624 Ibs. to be forwarded to you. We 
have agreed to send it by the fine Merchant Vessel Amity, 
Captain John Scott, to sail about the 26th instant for 
Cowes, the freight to be only $ per cent. deliverable at the 
Bank of England.” 


28th July, 1832. 

‘“‘ The troop from Gongo with the gold arrived here in 
safety on the 25th under charge of Captain Collings, who 
delivered over to us 23 leather bags, containing as per 
guias 914marks, 2oz. d3oits. of gold dust. On the follow- 
ing day we set about despatching the same intending to have 
shipped it by the bearer hereof, but at the Consulado we 
were not allowed to proceed in the despatch, and referred to 
the Finance Minister for his permission: to him we peti- 
tioned yesterday, and had looked for a decision which would 
have settled the question, but in consequence of the resigna- 
tion of the Ministry nothing has yet been done. We have - 
no doubt that the new Finance Minister will immediately 
allow us to ship it, the plea for not allowing us to do so is 
that there is no law permitting the export of gold dust.” 


4th August, 1832. © 
“‘ Orders have been sent to the Consulado to permit us to 
despatch the gold dust upon payment of 2 per cent. as 
before; we have in consequence engaged to ship the 5624\]bs. 
delivered to us by Captain Collings, by H. M. Packet 
Tyrian, Hosken, Commander, to sail on the 7th instant, 
and will we expect arrive in England as soon as the present 
conveyance.”’ 
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: 6th August, 1832. 

“‘ We have the satisfaction to enclose a bill of lading for 
four boxes, marked I. B. M. A. Nos. 29 to 32, shipped by 
the present conveyance H.M.P. Tyrian, James Hosken, 
Commander, containing 23 leather bags (in tins) weighing 
914marks, 20z. 3oits. of gold dust, which we trust may reach 
you in safety. We donot apprehend there will be hence- 
forward the least impediment to the regular shipment of the 
produce of your Mines whether in bars or dust.” 
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OF 


DAILY WORKINGS 


FROM THE 


ist JANUARY to tHe 30th JUNE, 1832. 
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JANUARY. 


FROM THE STAMPS. FROM THE MINE. TOTAL. 
1832 Ibs. oz. dw. gr. Ibs. oz. dw. gr. Ibs. oz. dw. gr. 
URN oF 1 3) 10818 Lae, 10 2 
ne ga CSS reg ae Ligh. af LO 
Bee, We ccks 8°41-7 OY 4 os). Se 6 2.17 18 
Bigs vecheaees 0 18 12 2 2 10 18 3. O9 ee 
Gate 4 12 20 2. 0.96 6 9 1 20 
ESM A Bea | ee Ts 9. Bt 19) ae 8 6 18 
Bone eens pee ae es 2.8 6 
Ve hes ees cac 1 Oe 0 9 22 2)... 44 219 
ADE ss keccseen. 2 10 6 4 1 mw % 1610 4 12 
1D ee asta 6.2.18: 4.9 18/26 Lid AZT: 
13 eee: 1 10 12 10 LG eee 2 16 
14 2.2m: 1 1 27 “9 ey 12 29 0 12 
AB USS hie 2 15 0 8 6 Tl Ye 10 11 10 
Viera ee 6.8! 16° @ 6... B16 870 
iy apenas hk I Sule 3.8 8 20 We ae 
19s whcwas eee Te aD 1. 2 4 8 12 
20 fi 1 ¥4 0 Lica 
4 ORD ee hd ae Tee 8. BALI 
ene i 210 19 6 2 10 19 
Dd eee. te bos ak Tie 0 5 12 Je a ee 
BS Ve sohocivteas A 20 0 6 22 4 15 18 
7 aE Nae ee Kea, | 6 0 8 1 0 3 19 6 
a7* 3 
pee Bhemiae Jods Wah Wee 3% 3 20 7 16 0 
naga Ae Ale ie | 5 39 % 1 5... 0. Bosla 
be ey eee 1S ey 21 G Vi 9 16 16 Oe O 
lbs.69 7% 13°14 1bs.96 0 14 © Ibs165 8 7 14 


* No produce ; Lyon’s stamps broken up to be re-built. 


V7 


FEBRUARY. 


FROM THE STAM?TS. FROM THE MINE. 


1832 Ibs. oz. dw. gr. Ibs. oz. dw. gr. Ibs. 
Feb. il \Sicccsbicees 4 3) 138) 18 0 Si bhis 4 
DB Reieikers oAEL <Sktlst yO Ove eG 1 
D> evscdscvens 2 2 614 2° 9 10 4 
A Didecdiscsecs 3.10 15 22 A Fad eee | 4 
©: Bo. .d86 dooce 2 ile Gills 2 
4 Dieavibicendd 14 0 18 2 seek Fok. O 17 
SB Bsc. ekve cence 2 6 2.4 2 4 
D Bi..dFe. 0038 I Le 19) .0 3 op Lo: 0 10 

10 Wisi... wl ols 6 4 SPLISH IS 

TL Web ncdsebenss 2 ff 101.9 5. Be & 18 
6 Bee ioaate 3 £) 9 18 3 
BA Dew ctbeeceks Is 2 1 Oo Dds) oer, Lae 15 
AD Hoc ck dea. cas 4 3 1 O 16 5 
1G BR cde oaes 2 6 12 2 oe 1 Pt 13 4 
AT Wescsatesnsh 4 5 VW 18 4 
BS 285. tok, oc abt 2 ef 4 4 9 12 6 
20> LccBidee ons 3. IP St 0 8 
BLAS. 8 16 12 8 0 14. 12 16 
D2 'Terdevocewas 4 3 13 12 3. 3516 9G 7 
ZS a5 deveonese 2 12 0 6 FY 2. A 8 
DA FN, cdi ec nue 2 «es 2 D 2 
2D | heccccseseses 2 5 18 20 6 3 WY 0 8 
BT Yeeuctvessess 4 $16 6 4 
2B cesecsevenes 9 @9 90) .20 12 g9 «9* 0 22 
29 ‘3 4 7 6 12) 7 16 18 17 
Ibs.88 9 O 8 lbs115 9 16 0 lbs.204 


I 
“ST OD me ot OOM OO Om Ph Ot OR OO 


Nt > 


dw. gr. 
19 12 
12 0 
8 0 
ll €6 
6 18 
1 18 
9 12 
5 0 
10 18 
16 18 
9 18 
3 #0) 
19 
19 90 
17 18 
14 
4) 
1] 
i 3 
1 tO 
9 20 
15 20 
16 9 
Ye 
2 "0 
16 5 


FROM THE STAMPS. 
dw. 


1832 Ibs. 
Mareh( ft” Vs0 hte 0%. dS 
2 £5.88 babiee 
D | Besvevkan sn 3 
5 OES. is Mase es 
D  eiesusshaeans 15 
AE FERS ERS 4 
Me ferer Ayre. 3 
Be 
AD. GE. Revved 5 
AP Od. Acca 1 
8 esc Bcdte S 
“14 : ar 5 
‘ER ee 4 
NG: Of...8.... 2 
9 fie. Bree eee 5 
1D Bobo cadecesed 
BO GeroosGbosed 17 
Bi £4...% 3 
fe RES SED 3 
BO {eoccddde. nce ] 
ET Spe: eee 4 
Oe? ee ee 
~ eS EE Paesshi td 
DO fhocneiBnees ge 2 
OG eaeh casey 2 
SO" seneses a erwaew | 


lbs.118 


OZ. 


9 


10 


SS. BO ae Oe 6n eee 


8960. SS i 


14 


18 


MARCH. 
FROM THE MINE. 
gr. Ibs. oz. dw. gr. Ibs. 
18 9 -55: 985 6a. Me 
10. 90 984190" FO 
0 4 Od: 9 7 
14.11 16 14 
6 4 18 22 
12 Di Se 1m- 192 
0 S It 0 eit 
6 2 $18 6 
12, 410. We. 21k tae 
0 By, 4 9 
12 5 12 15 
6 So See 
2 0 8 6 
18, @15. Qe bo dae Mag 
0 5. 90 he 1S ome 
3.9 5 12 3 
0 0 9,16) 8.0 548 
20 2 10;18:2% 2°¢ 
20 2 9 17 22 5 
2 yb On 18 3 
On 08e) ade 4 
3. @2. ti @ 3 
Ie 18s 1 6. ase 
12 2) a. g 5 
19g. 8, 8; Gey Be 
18 Te 9-0 410 
6 gic a Ye 6 
4 Ibs.184 3 11 16 lbs.303 


TOTAL: 
oz. dw. gr. 
3.4 10 
9.9 F 
10,,..8) 30 
11 16 0 
Ll... 0; 98 
0 
0 
18 
4 13 6 

11 138 
5.16 d2 
5 1 2 

4.8 
3:0 6 
2,...5) 18 
9.5 a2 
Lh... 8 v8 
6 3 18 
10 3 18 
9.5 a8 
5.10: 32 
0. 4%) 6 
3,16 2 
0 18 #18 
9 18 
6 4 18 
5 19 18 
Se wane 
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APRIL. 


FROM THE STAMPS. FROM THE MINE. 


1832 Ibs. oz. dw. gr. Ibs. oz. dw. gr. Ibs. 
Aprile? — g....4-... 7. ‘aay oyyis 7 
SoG. 26 Qe SEIS 8 “l1gs 46 189 | alo 
A deungegl0 1p l9¢i2y + @10 518-0 20 
5 £o..e ge6 10ct1627 Oy fT, Wr 99 1% *e18 
6 Boge 54! ae 18 7 2 0 14 
he Se oe 5 5e 5+ 0 Kol Gente tat LO 
Dawe Wess: IL herlér OF gl 
HB ge, cabs gi. af oy 12 6 3 % & ali 
fl gece. ..g'4 O& 2712 5 0 12 6 9 
a ae ae 4 218418 9 &8 krlga <13 
A eA i4- ig iar ail, & Gr & © 25 
i i... chy5 > Serle 6 ge 18 9 
a ee oe & lle 3718 5 
i lane: eG a 13° 20 3 O) 1B518 9 
TR) adh sabe. cc 6 @ aqis 2 11 10 20 9 
Se ae 16 7°16 18 2 4:0 & els 
20 ( Easter 
eat 
a geet! | G6 ‘91 11! 16 6 
i oe ae 2 fi 3120 F- he 18 6 
i a a bp 16 % 9 SI 0 5 
26 fh kh. & BF 18 Le 4 3 
a ee q 4198) @ 2 4 16;°-Q {lh 
oe ee 6 & 3 10 0 6 16 14 7 
BO. Bo--Geo oc i ee 3 
Ibs.126 11 7 O'lbs.128 3 10 2 Ibs.255 


bo} Go GC © 


gr. 


10 


18 


Ibs.156 10 
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MAY. 
FROM THE STAMPS. 

1832 Ibs. oz. dw. gr. Ibs. oz. 
Mayol sy. ccpheescs 6 3 14 18 3 0 
2 ids ets ORL BE 18 edi 
Bo Dei detieeens peg | 
EB Sesccshvoxeg 9° Gf e Is ( 
5 Aysssaeeoes 5 1p 3h 2 7 0 
0 | Moses opr 8 0 
SB Ricsbpesez 8 fi 1618 10° 3 
D deinen 6 20 ll 9 
10 Bh. Ried oi 8 8 8 
Hl H..sR.d 7 (Ri 12-8 18 10 
1 Peed So pip € 18 9 
4 BB d gee. 
1. Besides 12° 6/17 20 14. @ 
1G Mic aicsd 4 1 16! 0 23.4 
17 Mechs 2 . #1¢ 13 5 
8 Ad. dh} 8 gy Be 1g 34 9 
BO) avecbigevet 4. @ 14 28 | 
ee eae ee J02 Gs @ 0 Ib 4 
BP #b...G.158 17 & 18: 19 9.07 
B3 &.. &...8 5 4 9 @ 8 
Bt At. . 2 #19 9 13 2 
Bs G1..04..4 18 & 1% @ 10 2 
26 Al...8..4 3° y 1p € 16 8 
BS O...0...8 2 @'.0) 0 99 lt 
29 : 8 s¢ & 0 18 9 
a ee Gili &: 1h¢ @ La: 1d 
21 ee ae 4 5 
14. Olbs.353 7 


FROM THE MINE. 


dw. gr. : 
as 9 
17 20 7 
9 6 2 
15 12 10 
5 10 
7 8 
19 

18 

1]¢ 22 10 
18°! 22 26 
o* @ 20 
18 12 17 
18 10 26 
a 6 28 
19 15 
6 12 43 
Le 32 
16 10 17 
15, 12 26 
15. 12 14 
8 0 15 
12 0 28 
18 6 20 
% ¢ Be 
i: Q 27 
oe 20 
18 0 18 
0 10 Ibs.510 


10 
10 


10 


1] 


2) ee >) Oe 


11 


13° 


14 


FROM THE STAMPS. 


1832 Ibs. 
June | Seevee’ LO 
DY sisegh¥iones 4 
MP taut i ahce ns 2 
GOT ai sive aasvne 9 
Gy oessastrests 3 
OE RR ae 1 
es Pe ee 19 
Par ate kas tasked 1 
1h es ee ae 2 
A ee 14 
Terese sade awnsx 2 
Gls pW vem tees 1 
Sartre vivatasnsae 16 
EGAN arson sucsna 2 
EB anecctaceoss 3 
LO) od vas, vesee 4 
BO, ds on oay one 7 
ed, chsewshveses 6 
Za espcvcaeses 14 
RO. asraseaceses 1 
25 scee ceves 
AG Te inidpersss es 
idee tevanactss 
OT cusqenial ois 6 
29 secssece 1D 
SO « cocccccevees 3 


Ibs.174 


© tO & Co oO WO St Co mm ww © 


— 
i) 


o}ju oa —=— © Oo ~~ 


Sl 


JUNE. 

FROM THE MINE. TOTAL. 
dw. gr. lbs. oz dw. gr « Ibs oz. dw. 
(Oe. 13 By 16h GS 2d29 10 ' 6 
5 12 516: oe se? Toy 91 
16 9 018 18 ‘ll 4 14 
0 Eat: aia fad 42-5 
ll 6 dcp Sine 18 8 6 19 
4 20 4 0 6 5 ll 10 
lee in Go 2 36.4 «15 
0 0 5 f 1h 18 6-10 11 

8 2110. % 1 oF «3 1>-10-s0 

13% 6 5 10 0 20 2 2 
12 gu. 6 gs 

12 8 12 $i. :-3-S 

15 0 3 10 ee mee. ae ee 
2 0 5 F< 1pt © Be Foudg 
ig 12 "46 1f gf 19% © 2G)...6-20 
ll 6 g °F: Oh ge fey Ses 
0 oo F181. 705 
Wott Bidt # “16--4-07 

0 9 ¢ £ 16 £265 358R 

10)F Gn 2%) acd 18 29 2 18 
16 0 POYOMIE & S11ss.60.19 
7 0 Gat 18 8 ll 4 
0 ie. 1Opeedanld 

Civ 41000 6§ (Gist A 

18 6 ay Peg VLG SOR. 715 
4 4 2 2 19 22 Fel Rea 
10 2 1bs216 5 11 14 lbs391 2 1 


16 
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26 St F Ost “4 


SES ee. TOE 
OL FL ¢ OTS 
So” £36 256 
06 1 € SOE 
8 919 02 
FL Z 8 G9l 
Id “Mp *ZO *SQT 


‘THO, 


8sIé 9 


F6OT “S41 


TT IG 
old £ 
& O1€ 
91 IL & 
0 916 


0 FLO 


OIG eceeteoeossesoneooree ee @e 


ece eOeccoeeeese eoenoe eoreoeee 


PSI eeteeseeeceesss seeeesosesse 


Cll eeeeceeee 8908280 Seetoeseero 


96 ee ecoseeseseese Sete e8oeee 


"18 ‘Mp °ZO SQ] 


“QUIFY OY} UOT 


vy I OL gel 


—_—_——— 


EOS F711 


0 FI OL 9ST 
0 £ It 961 
b OL It sit 
80 6 88 


wT €1 £ 69 


‘13 "Mp *ZO *Sq] 


surveys OY} UOT. 


Sq] 


i 
A en, ee 


* 


eeartees ceeeesssever see RUAN WE 


‘SHUIYACERD 3G) JO WOILINIILII YE 


“SSSI 


2 30th June, 1832. 


"OR. 
/ £ gs dd 
Te Hippel aees, 15,824 10 10 
CosPacket, appertaining 
Wiest olga eee 14,419 8 7 
Cosw 4 per Cents 1826 
MUG stan ca vetoad crease tes 414 ll 4 
Salhares ...scceccecceeees 1oGe 
Genga and small pieces 
OM i seks can sabourenite nae 106 3 11 
Balpebt: sccstacocssuscs st 132 11 4 
Sel deawertvas) «vasnesen 3.3 0 
Hate saiens (anomtvucpabane 34 8 0 
hon nsans ddtwtuanacs ocnek 15 13 10 


of Miners’ Apparel 48 6 5 

acket £17.104 0 10 

beceee 14,860 3 10 

pt... 22,168 4 7 
——_— 54,1382 9 8 


T_T 


£85,146 6 6 


———— 


The Arfosts of the Mines, 
ag Implements, and 


2. 

he sjscoeasahocacesaeedns £41,320 15 8 
bedysenaeanceés seedetenSe lsOSO Th Lato 
is, New 4 per Cents 

SAAR LS 8 Stock 22,787 10 8 
Sa rpeiaseeebhinesae:! hess 2,297 16 6 
Genius shaves saennt oumpe 760 18 5 


ing 2 small bars of 


ment to be correct. 


p } Auiitors. 


‘oad Street, 2nd November, 1832. 
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STATEMENT OF THE ACCOUNTS 


Of the Imperial Brazilian Mining Association, from the \st January to the 30th June, 1832. 


DEBTOR. CREDITOR. - 

o Sgeeaed Feces | £ eer, 
To Eighth Dividend on 10,000 Shares at £1 10s. per Share...... 15,000 0 © | By Balance in hand the 31st December, 1831] ...........ss0000++ --» 15,824 10 10 

Cost of £410 19s. 5d. Stock New 4 per Cents 1826 purchased _ Produce of 101 bars of Gold per Zephyr Packet, appertaining 
with the April Dividend..............0000. Aa eee Peas A4l4 11 4 to_the-Jast-half-Weariitstisi asec) tcc eee 14,419 8 7 

Cost of £1648 2s. 6d. Ditto...... Ditto purchased in June 1,666 13 4 Dividend on £20,728 8s. 9d. Stock New 4 per Cents 1826 
Mining Implements, Houses, Horses, Mules, &c. &c......... 4,756 3 6 ROCELVOG Me ATIVE oe 5. ccc vih os oct h cee nls venta scanceasraseaes 4l4 ll 4 
EE OE ees a eg ee 13,592 6 4 Ditto on Ten Imperial Brazilian Mining Shares ..........sseeees 15 0 0 
Seoneral Ex pencess csccosd, cobs cokcvscsstciinavdanss Goeececcescccces 8,385 6 4 Cash received for specimens of Jacotinga and small pieces 
ALD AST SZ es Se ee S | em SE 1010 O NU CIN PP peer errr a itr 451. ER eer ae 106 3 II 
Balance ....... zeieie eidaeeks ee eseatatese Sewswasnebevuscitateetbtatcsm 41,820 15 8 Ditto Dividend on Frys and Chapman’s Webt=5 a 152-124 
Ditto Discount on Stamps purchased ..... ..sscssesesee soceeecses 3.3 0 
Ditto Wees:on Transfers of Shares sass s+1ss0sera0e0ees sagusnans 34 8 0 
Ditto Interest-on Monies employed <<cscess-cscecascetecnsessesecs 15 13 10 
Ditto received at Gongo Soco on account of Miners’ Apparel 48 6 5 

Produce of 435 Ibs Gold Dust, #CalypsoPacket £17.104 0 10 

375 lbs ditto per Brig London...... 14,860 3 10 

y 5624 lbs ditto per Tyrian Packet ... 22,168 4 7 
: oe ae —————— 54,132 9 3 

Z 1372+ lbs 
fe 457} lbs paid for duty 
£85,146 6 6 1830 lbs £85,146 6 6 
- 
The Arrears of Salaries and Wages due by the Association on Assets of the Association, exclusive of the Costs of the Mines, 
the 30th June last amounted to about ......sessseseeees ». £8,000 0 0 the Sums expended thereon, Mining Implements, and 


Stores on hand, the 380th June, 1832. 


Balance: per contrac. ecesacceusswsndscaceeeeeie Spesctgnrs rcnusta ae £41,320 15 8 
Deposit at Rio dé- Janeiro’: <:7..sseceees se ns ae ee 21,688 11 9 
Reserve Fund, in the names of Trustees, New 4 per Cents 

BY PEED POT PT eet Pee Stock 22,787 10 8 
Debt due by: Erys-and:Chapman=....e4.,,..ccmee so ee 2,297 16 6 
Miners’ Apparel sent to Gongo S0C0.......cececcessecsecces wiekas 760 18 5 


Ten Imperial Brazilian Mining Shares 
Office Furniture and Specimens, including 2 small bars of 
Antonio Pereira Gold. 


We the undersigned, having carefully examined the Books and Accounts of the Association, certify this Statement to be correct. 


Sioned, H. J. BROOKE,’ 
ee Tuo’ GIBBES. | Auditors. 


Winchester House, Broad Street, 2nd November, 1832. 
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